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WELCOME
Life in the Sixth Form is a busy and enjoyable experience, whether you join us as a new student or have come up 
through the RGS family of schools. We look forward to showing you our friendly, welcoming Sixth Form. 

The Head of Sixth Form and the Sixth Form Team are responsible for the academic progress and pastoral care 
of students in the Sixth Form and for ensuring that they get the most out of the opportunities the School offers. 
The Sixth Form students have their own area within the School, Gordon House. On the ground floor, housed in the 
historic Whiteladies Dining Room is a spacious common room, with a coffee shop, creating an atmosphere which 
is very suitable for group discussion and collaborative work. 

On the first floor are two purpose built study rooms, with work stations and computers to complement the iPads 
students bring as part of our Digital Learning Programme. There is also a photocopier and printer on that floor 
for students’ use. During lesson times, the study rooms are staffed by teachers and quiet study is maintained 
throughout. 
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“An RGS Worcester Sixth Form education is an opportunity not to be missed. 
The students enjoy the use of their own Sixth Form Centre in addition to the 

extensive facilities available at RGS and they establish life-long friendships in this 
friendly, welcoming school.”
- The Good Schools Guide

While supporting students, it is our aim to prepare them for the future, teaching them study skills and encouraging 
them to take responsibility for their own learning. We are very experienced in supporting the University application 
process, guiding students to a wide range of Universities every year (including Oxford, Cambridge and other 
Russell Group Universities) and similarly supporting applications to Art Colleges, Drama Schools and Music 
Conservatoires. We also provide Careers advice and support for those seeking to apply for Apprenticeships, going 
straight into employment, or onto work-based training schemes.
  
While academic success is key to the ethos of the Sixth Form, there is also a wealth of co-curricular activity on 
offer: Sports, Drama, Music, Debating, CCF and Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards, Clubs and Societies and House  
competitions to name a few. Sixth Form students are encouraged to take a lead in these aspects of the School, 
by leading and conducting Music groups, taking lead roles in Drama productions, supporting and leading House 
activities, taking on Captaincies of the senior sports teams.

It is very much the case that Sixth Form students are at the heart of the School. As they move through the Sixth 
Form, we look to them to take on Prefect roles and we expect all Sixth Formers to act as role models to younger 
pupils. In addition to developing leadership skills, we want our students to develop all the qualities that Universities 
and employers seek in the modern world. The RGS Baccalaureate is a programme designed to foster all such 
skills and qualities and ensure students are ready for life after RGS Worcester.
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CHOOSING 
A SUBJECT

The most important reasons to choose a subject are that you 
enjoy it and find the subject interesting. It is certainly the case 
that for some degree and career choices particular A Levels are 
required for entry, but it is best to put your interests first and let 
them guide your choices for later study or career.  

It is also sensible to choose courses that you are good at and 
some of our A Level subjects do require a GCSE Grade 7 or 
above for you to study them. In addition, you can consider 
studying a BTEC in Sport alongside A Level subjects.

Enjoyment and interest are key to help maintain your motivation 
during your studies.  

Before making your final choice of subjects, you will 
want to consider the following: 

• Read the subject specific course descriptions 

• Choose a sensible combination of subjects and courses, 
and consider how they will complement each other 

• Consider which subjects are required by Universities for 
courses you are likely to select, and which are preferred 

• Which subjects will help your preferred course at University, 
even if they are not necessary for entrance on to that 
course
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Art and Design

Examination Board Edexcel

The subject is both practical and studio based and is 
designed to promote independent learning, creativity and 
intuition, investigative and analytical powers, technical 
skills, aesthetic awareness and intellectual endeavour. Key 
features are practical learning with individualised teaching 
tutorials, group critiques, presentations by the students 
and exhibitions. Practical studies alongside outcomes 
are presented in folders, portfolios and sketchbooks. 
The subject is compatible with all others and can be 
complementary to DT or Textiles. It is essential for 
progression to Higher or Further Education in all aspects 
of Art and Design or Architecture and is ideal for History of 
Art. Art A Level comprises two components, Component 
One: Personal Investigation (60%) and Component Two: 
(40%) ESA or Externally Set Assignment on a theme set by 
Pearson Edexcel released on 1 February of Year Two.

Biology

Examination Board AQA

As well as being a truly fascinating subject to study, an A 
Level in Biology opens many doors in higher education. 
Candidates undertaking Biology can go on to study a 
wealth of subjects at University and take up careers in a 
range of areas, including Ecology, Physiology and Health 
Sciences, Medicine, Genetics, Biochemistry and Zoology. 
The A Level course builds up from the chemicals of life, 
through cells, tissues and organs in the first year, into whole 
organisms, ecosystems and concepts such as evolution 
and gene technology in the second. Investigations follow the 
scientific method, including physiological and biochemical 
experiments, observations of animal and plant specimens 
and interpretation of microscopic material. The A Level 
course is now linear and students will sit three papers at 
the end of the Upper Sixth. Paper 1 examines content from 
the first year of the course and Paper 2 examines content 
from the second. They are both two hours in length and are 
comprised of a mixture of short and long answer questions. 
Paper 3 is a synoptic paper which tests content from both 
years of study. As well as short and long answer questions, 
there is an essay question which enables candidates to 
demonstrate the breadth of their knowledge on a particular 
aspect of Biology. This paper is also two hours in length.

Business

Examination Board Edexcel

Business is a dynamic subject about the diverse nature of 
business enterprise and the interdependence of the various 
parts of the business world. Students will explore business 
success and business failure, investigate local, national and 
global business markets, and understand how businesses 
need to adapt and respond strategically to the changing 
environment in which they operate to survive and grow. This 
constant evolutionary process makes Business a fascinating 
subject to study at A Level.

Art and Design: 
Textiles Design

Examination Board AQA

Individuals study a range of topics within the areas of Fashion, 
Construction, Printed Textiles and Interior Design. Topics 
include: contemporary and historical design, environmental 
and cultural contexts, pattern drafting, illustration, marketing 
and portfolio presentation. In each topic key skills such as 
drawing, analysing, critical writing, reviewing and refining 
are taught in a practical and progressive way that develop 
a detailed understanding of how the work covered in the 
classroom translates to a professional setting. External visits 
to exhibitions and fashion events, together with connections 
from the fashion industry, give students a first-hand 
experience for University applications. Many students who 
study Textiles Design go on to take up courses in Fashion 
Business and Marketing, Design and Promotion or Fashion, 
Textile and Interior Design. 
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Computer Science 

Examination Board AQA

Computer Science is a practical subject where students 
can apply the academic principles learned in the classroom 
to real world systems. Computing is an intensely creative 
subject that combines invention and excitement, and can 
look at the natural world through a prism. The aims of this 
qualification are to enable students to develop: 

•  An understanding of, and the ability to apply, the 
 fundamental principles and concepts of Computer 
 Science, including abstraction, decomposition, logic,  
 algorithms and data representation 
•  The ability to analyse problems in computational terms  
 through practical experience of solving such problems,  
 including writing programs to do so 
•  The capacity for thinking creatively, innovatively,   
 analytically, logically and critically 
•  The capacity to see relationships between different   
 aspects of Computer Science 
•  Mathematical skills related to: Boolean algebra, number  
 representation and bases, comparison and complexity  
 of algorithms 
•  The ability to articulate the individual (moral), social 
 (ethical), legal and cultural opportunities and risks of  
 digital technology

Design and Technology: 
Product Design 

Examination Board Edexcel

This exciting course offers students the opportunity to identify 
real market needs for new products and, using creativity and 
imagination, develop designs and make prototypes that 
solve real world problems. Theoretical study is intertwined 
with practical problem solving using some of the latest 
technologies available. An A Level in Design and Technology 
can help students pursue a wide range of careers. Students 
develop key skills in problem solving, communication, ICT and 
working in a team as well as the subject specific skills. Many 
of our former students have gone on to study Engineering 
as well as design-based Higher Education courses and 
professions. 

Classical Civilisation 

Examination Board OCR

Anyone studying English, History, or Politics will find 
Classical Civilisation extremely useful in informing their other 
studies; other students will find Classical Civilisation the kind 
of contrasting, mind-broadening, analytical discipline that 
university departments are delighted to see their applicants 
pursuing. Classical Civilisation is respected as a challenging 
multi-disciplinary course, encouraging breadth of viewpoint, 
precision, analytical abilities and communication skills.

Examination Board AQA

Chemistry is the study of matter and energy and the 
interaction between them. It is known as the “central 
science” because it helps to connect physical sciences, 
like Maths and Physics, with applied sciences, like Biology, 
Medicine and Engineering.
 
There are many reasons to study Chemistry at A Level, 
even if you aren’t pursuing a career in science. Chemistry 
helps you to understand the world around you and can 
help you make informed decisions. If you understand how 
Chemistry works you’ll be able to separate reasonable 
expectations from pure fiction. 
 
A Level Chemistry goes into much more detail than GCSE. 
It attempts to answer the big question “What is the world 
made of?” and it is the search for this answer that makes 
this subject so fascinating. From investigating how one 
substance can be changed drastically into another, to 
researching a new wonder drug to save millions of lives, 
the opportunities that Chemistry provides are endless.

Chemistry
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Economics

Examination Board OCR

Students will foster an understanding of Economics 
concepts and theories in a range of contexts and develop a 
critical consideration of their value and limitation in explaining 
real world phenomena. As a result of following this course, 
students will be able to explain, analyse and evaluate the 
strengths and weaknesses of the market economy and the 
role of the government within a market economy, and be 
able to criticise economic models of enquiry, recognising the 
limitations of these models.

English Literature

Examination Board OCR

English in the Sixth Form involves the study of Literature. 
Students will read a variety of texts including drama, a novel 
and poetry. Eight texts are studied throughout the course 
and assessment is by both examination and coursework. 
Candidates are also expected to answer on unseen texts. 
Titles of works vary from year to year: the aim is to offer a 
balance between established classics and modern works. 
The course requires students to read widely and enjoy 
discussing their reading in an analytical way. A willingness 
to participate in discussion, and the ability to formulate and 
express ideas in writing are also essential for success at this 
level.

Geography

Examination Board AQA

Geography is a dynamic, exciting and varied course, 
incorporating recent current affairs. If you are interested in 
learning more about the people and the world around you 
alongside contemporary issues – then A Level Geography 
is for you! There is also a five-day residential Field Course 
where you collect data for your geographical investigation.

History 

Examination Board AQA

The two examined elements of the A Level History course 
cover Tudor England from 1485-1603 and Germany 
between 1918 and 1945, with each worth 40% of the final 
grade. The course explores pivotal moments in Western 
history, investigating themes of government, society, ideas 
and national identity. History promotes close reading and 
analysis, the construction and deconstruction of debate, and 
the skill of extended writing. Students will learn about the 
reigns of the Tudors: Henry VII, Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary I 
and Elizabeth I. As part of their studies, they consider issues 
of change and continuity, and of cause and consequence. 
They focus on how the Tudors restored and developed the 
power of the monarchy in the sixteenth century. They also 
explore the development of society, of the economy and of 
new religious and intellectual ideas in this period. In foreign 
policy, they investigate England’s relations with Scotland, 
Spain and France, thinking, particularly about the impact of 
the New World and clashing religions on these relations.

Latin

Examination Board OCR

Anyone studying Languages or Humanities will find Latin 
extremely useful in informing their other studies; Scientists 
and Mathematicians will enjoy the logical, systematic 
elements of the grammar of the language, as well as the 
opportunity to demonstrate their sensitivity and articulacy 
in responding to the sophistication of the literature. Latin 
is renowned as a marker of intellectual capability, fostering 
analytical and critical skills, greatly appreciated by University 
Admissions Tutors.

Drama and Theatre Studies

Examination Board AQA

Drama and Theatre Studies is an exciting course which allows 
students to pursue their interests and develop their skills in a 
range of practical drama elements, as well as the theoretical 
and workshop study of a number of set plays. Students 
have the freedom to choose both content and the form of 
the practical presentations at each Level. Students from RGS 
regularly go on to study Drama/Theatre at University and 
beyond.
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Mathematics 

Examination Board OCR

Mathematics at A level takes the subject from GCSE and 
moves it up to a much higher level. The complexity of the 
material means that students need to be prepared to tackle 
abstract concepts and subtle techniques and the effort 
is rewarded by a qualification which is highly regarded by 
Universities and employers. The course is made up of 
compulsory material and covers the range of the subject from 
Pure concepts to the Applied ideas of Mechanics. The Pure 
elements extend the GCSE topics of Algebra (for example 
simultaneous equations and quadratics) and introduces the 
higher-level ideas of Calculus and Logarithms. The Applied 
courses cover the Statistics and Mechanics topics and these 
build on the GCSE topic of probability and the mechanics 
parts of GCSE Physics. There are three examinations at the 
end of the course, of which two cover the Pure parts of the 
course and the last one covers the Applied topics.

Further Mathematics 

Examination Board Edexcel

This course looks to bridge the gap between Sixth Form 
study and the demands of University courses. The course 
introduces concepts and techniques which will prepare the 
ground for study at University with subtle abstract ideas 
(group theory, complex numbers) and accurate Applied 
techniques in mechanics, decision and statistics topics. The 
course has a very flexible structure with a very wide range 
of options allowing students to fine tune the course to suit 
their requirements. Students could follow a course made up 
entirely of abstract Pure Mathematics or could choose to mix 
in.

Modern Languages 

Examination Board AQA

Studying a Modern Language at A Level prepares students 
for the increasingly globalised labour market of the world 
today. Not only do students gain the linguistic and cultural 
knowledge necessary to live, work and thrive in a different 
country, but they practise the interpersonal skills which are 
so valued by employers. Students can expect to discuss, 
debate and write critically through the medium of their 
chosen language. Furthermore, there are opportunities to 
travel and work abroad during the course. Universities and 
employers alike continue to value academic qualifications 
in languages. Many Universities offer combination language 
degrees, allowing students to pursue the language they 
enjoy beyond A Level. These courses range from Art History 
and Economics, to Law and Medicine. Languages remain a 
‘facilitating’ subject, thus highly recommended when seeking 
entry to some of the most prestigious Universities, including 
those in the Russell Group.

Further details about the assessment of the courses, as well 
as the full A Level specifications, can be found on the AQA 
website, by searching: French (7652) German (7662) Spanish 
(7692)

Music 

Examination Board AQA

Music is an A Level subject choice which utilises existing 
performance skills. The analysis and essay questions make 
Music A Level a highly regarded subject by Universities. 
The course allows the development of composition and 
harmony skills which are valuable for any future career 
pathways in Music.
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Physical Education 

Examination Board OCR

Physical Education is an excellent course for students who 
want to know how their body works, how the world of sport 
impacts society, the best ways to learn and coach new 
skills, how your mind affects the challenges you face and the 
history of sport. Students develop a range of skills and learn 
in a practical learning environment. Students will need to be 
prepared to work on the scientific elements of the course 
along with the contemporary and psychological.

Physics 

Examination Board AQA

The dictionary will tell you that Physics is, “the study of 
matter, energy and the interaction between them.” This 
means that Physics is really the study of everything in our 
universe; it is about asking fundamental questions and 
using observations and experiments to attempt to answer 
them. However, Physics is much more than that, developing 
students’ problem-solving skills which can be invaluable for 
their future careers.

The two-year course provides essential grounding for 
those who intend to read one of the Physical Sciences or 
Engineering at University, and it is often highly recommended 
for those students who are likely to study Medicine, Biological 
or Chemical Sciences, or Geography at degree level.
The A Level course is now linear and students will sit three 
papers at the end of the Upper Sixth. 

BTEC National Diploma in 
Sport - Level 3

The BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Sport is the equivalent 
to two A Levels. The BTEC National Diploma in Sport can be 
studied alongside an A Level. 

Mandatory Units include:
Anatomy and Physiology (externally assessed)  
Fitness Training and Programming for Health,  
Sport and Well-being (externally assessed)  
Professional Development in the Sports Industry  
Sports Leadership  
Investigating Business in Sport and the Active  
Leisure Industry (externally assessed) 
Skill Acquisition in Sport
This qualification provides an alternative route to University 
and further details are available on request.

We are constantly reviewing our provision so, if a 
subject you are interested in studying is not on our 
list, then please do discuss this with us.

Religious Studies

Examination Board Eduqas

Our course is designed to enable learners to develop their 
interest in, and enthusiasm for, philosophical questions, 
ethical issues and study of religion. It ensures students have a 
thorough understanding of diverse philosophical and ethical 
viewpoints, as well as in depth academic study of a religion 
and its place in the wider world. Students gain critical and 
evaluative skills sought by Higher Education and employers 
– particularly in law, education, social work, politics, science, 
medicine, administration and the media. Religious Studies is 
a thought-provoking subject and our contemporary themes 
make for engaging classroom discussions.

Politics 

Examination Board Edexcel

Students will develop a wide range of skills including the 
ability to synthesise and evaluate political information, 
construct and communicate arguments and use political 
vocabulary. Students will study the UK political system, the 
US political system and political ideas. Paper One focuses 
on how British people participate in politics. Paper Two looks 
at the institutions that create our political framework. Paper 
Three looks at the US system, comparing and contrasting it 
with British politics. 
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THE EXTENDED PROJECT 
QUALIFICATION (EPQ)
The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is recognised and welcomed by all Universities as it demonstrates 
dedication to independent learning. Students have the opportunity to explore a topic area or a question that is of 
particular interest to them. They may design an artefact, write a dissertation, put on a performance, produce an Art 
installation, organise an event, or carry out a scientific or fieldwork investigation. An EPQ is recognised by UCAS 
as the equivalent to half an A Level, and it is likely to enhance applications to Higher Education or for a job and 
will help students to stand out in both their Personal Statement and at interview. At RGS Worcester, students are 
guided through their EPQ by a personal supervisor in 1:1 tutorials. The focus is on independent learning, aimed at 
developing essential research, study and presentation skills, as well as higher order critical thinking. 

UNIFROG - SELECTING 
UNIVERSITY COURSES     
Unifrog is a fantastic online tool that connects students to the best University courses for them both home and 
abroad, as well as live Apprenticeship vacancies across the UK. It enables students to compare courses and 
vacancies using different factors such as distance from home, qualifications required, student life and potential 
future career salary. The search tool provides independent and impartial Careers information and uses Labour 
Market evidence to help students make informed choices. Both teachers and parents can track a student’s 
progress in making their choices. Unifrog is the only Careers tool that contains a comprehensive list of every 
University course and every Apprenticeship vacancy in the UK as well as European and USA Universities. As an 
innovative product it allows parents to login alongside students, so that they become part of the Careers guidance 
process. At RGS Worcester, we use this tool alongside our Careers advice and support so that students can 
explore options before narrowing their choices to their own personal pathway.

EP
Q

 &
 U

N
IF

RO
G



With almost 40% of all grades at the top end (A*/A) and over 70% of all grades at A*/A or B in 2019, the students 
achieve strong academic results at RGS Worcester.  

100% A*-B grades was achieved in the additional Extended Project Qualification which RGS students complete 
alongside their A Level or BTEC courses and which supports their University applications.

We have an excellent track record of helping students secure places at the top Universities in the UK, including 
Oxford and Cambridge, as well as other leading Universities worldwide. Our links with Universities and Colleges 
mean that we can make a real difference. Students also achieve places on other highly competitive courses 
including Higher Level Apprenticeships at international companies such as Deloitte, the BBC, Aston Martin, Rolls-
Royce, HS2 and Jaguar Land Rover.

RGS Worcester’s Careers provision can support any course chosen by each student for their future.
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DESTINATIONS AND 
EXAMINATION SUCCESS

EXAMINATION 
RESULTS 2019

A*

38.5%

A*  -  A

A*  -  B

A*  -  C

71.4%

88.8%

15.8%

RGS Worcester students achieved superb 
A Level and BTEC examination results this 
year and the best A* results at the School for 
five years. This was achieved despite all of 
the subjects now moving to the new A Level 
examinations which are designed to be more 
challenging. 

EXAMINATION RESULTS BY SUBJECT
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  ART AND DESIGN 100% 100% 75%
  ART AND DESIGN: TEXTILES DESIGN 100% 100% 88%
  BIOLOGY 72% 44% 36%
  BUSINESS 95% 86% 36%
  CHEMISTRY 86% 68% 46%
  CLASSICAL CIVILISATION 100% 64% 21%
  CLASSICAL GREEK 100% 100% 0%
  COMPUTER SCIENCE 80% 40% 20%
  DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY: PRODUCT DESIGN 100% 88% 63%
  DRAMA AND THEATRE STUDIES 100% 100% 0%
  ECONOMICS 88% 81% 38%
  ENGLISH 100% 75% 25%
  FRENCH 83% 50% 0%
  FURTHER MATHEMATICS 100% 83% 33%
  GEOGRAPHY 100% 80% 20%
  HISTORY 94% 83% 44%
  LATIN 100% 100% 100%
  MATHEMATICS 83% 60% 38%
  MUSIC 100% 50% 0%
  PHYSICAL EDUCATION 88% 75% 50%
  PHYSICS 63% 56% 22%
  POLITICS 100% 73% 36%
  RELIGIOUS STUDIES 94% 76% 59%
  SPANISH 100% 75% 25%

BTEC NATIONAL DIPLOMA IN SPORT - LEVEL 3 DDM

    A* - C A* - B         A* - A

BTEC NATIONAL DIPLOMA IN SPORT - LEVEL 3             DISTINCTION   DISTINCTION   MERIT
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RGS Worcester
 Upper Tything

Worcester
Worcestershire

 WR1 1HP

01905 613391
office@rgsw.org.uk

DIRECTIONS TO RGS WORCESTER

By Road
The most direct route is via the M5. Leave at Junction 6 and join the A449. Travel through the 

first intersection and continue until you reach a roundabout.

Take the second exit at the roundabout into Ombersley Road, A449. Travel for 2 miles on this 
road which leads into Barbourne Road and then Upper Tything, A38. The entrance to RGS 

Worcester is on the left after the Little London turning.

By Rail
The nearest mainline station is Worcester Foregate Street, which has a direct link to London 
Paddington and regular services to The West and West Midlands. Turn right when exiting the 
station and it is an eight minute walk, with the School being found on the right, indicated by 

our signage.

RGS Worcester has extensive transport links. 
Please do discuss transport to the School with us.

CONTACT
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