
Measuring GCSE Performance 

Since September 2016, the Government has been changing the way that it measures and records 
school performance at GCSE. For a number of years, schools have been measured by the % of 
pupils who attained C grades or higher in five GCSE subjects including English and Mathematics. 
The Government has now changed this approach and instead, schools will be judged using two 
measures: Attainment 8 and Progress 8. 

Attainment 8 is made up of three sets (or buckets as they are known as in the official literature) of 
GCSE subjects, these being: 

1) Maths and the highest scoring grade from either English Language or English Literature
2) The three best grades from subjects which constitute the Government’s EBacc, these being: the

Sciences, Computer Science, Geography, History and Modern Foreign Languages
3) The best three grades from all other GCSE subjects including those not already accounted for in the

EBacc category

To derive a measure of attainment, each subject grade awarded will be translated into a number/
points. At present an A* will be equal to 8 points, an A equal to 7, a B to 6 etc.  The only slight 
complication here is with regards to Mathematics and the best English grade. These will be given 
double weighting, therefore, an A* grade in either Mathematics or English would equal 16 points, 
an A grade 14 points etc. A Pupil’s Attainment 8 score is then calculated by adding up all the 
points they have achieved and dividing by 10. An example might look as follows: 

Subject GCSE Grade GCSE points 
English Language A* 16	
Mathematics A 14	

Biology A* 8	
Physics A* 8	
Chemistry B	 6	

History A* 8	
Latin A  7	
Spanish B 6	

Total Score: 73	
Attainment 8 score: 7.3 

*It is worth noting that the above points mechanism is likely to change with the removal of the A*- G grading system for
GCSE and the implementation of a 9-1 points system instead. This will apply to all those commencing their GCSE
studies from September 2016.

Having calculated an average Attainment 8 score for pupils and the school, the Government will 
also report on a measure called Progress 8. This mechanism measures pupil attainment at GSCE 
against 



expectations/forecasts derived from Key Stage 2 tests taken when the pupils were in Year 6. As 
RGS, along with all other Independent/HMC schools,  does not participate in the use of Key Stage 
2 data, it is likely that no measure will be given for our school and therefore, we, along with all 
other Independent/HMC schools, will be ranked at the bottom of the league tables on this specific 
measure.  

Should you wish to read further with regards to these new performance measures, there is a guide 
to the key Government documentation on the Exam Results page of the website. In addition, if 
you would like to discuss this or any other issue pertaining to performance measurement, please 
do not hesitate to contact me at school. 

Richard Houchin 




