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Welcome  
From the Headmaster 
The Sixth Form is the most exciting time in a student’s education. Here at RGS Worcester, we encourage our students 
to seize this opportunity and really take the lead, enjoying all that our school community has to offer them.  

Academic – RGS Sixth Form students have the opportunity to study a wide range of academic subjects taught by 
specialist teachers in high quality facilities. Students are encouraged to explore their subjects through the teaching and 
guidance they receive, by conducting research and through experiencing subject based activities, as well as participating 
in academic clubs and societies. 

Co-curricular – The breadth of opportunities available is breathtaking with Sixth Form students encouraged to lead 
many of the clubs and societies as well as participate in whatever area of school life takes their interest, from sport to 
music, drama, CCF, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, debating and so on. The list of opportunities is extensive and, if we 
don’t offer it, then students will be encouraged to introduce it! 

Personal Development – The Sixth Form at RGS Worcester provides the caring and supportive environment needed 
for each student to realise his or her potential. Students become quietly confident in their abilities, are able to interact 
in different environments and develop a strong sense of their responsibilities in the community. They are treated as 
individuals and their abilities, interests and needs are catered for.  

Leadership – Sixth Form students are given responsibility in leading many areas of school life so that they can develop 
skills of leadership that are so important for their futures. Opportunities for leadership are diverse and include Prefects, 
School Council Leaders, Digital Leaders, CCF Officers, Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award, Debating Committee and many 
more. 

Technology – RGS Worcester is at the forefront of the use of digital technology in education, which is preparing our 
students for the 21st Century. Digital technology is fully integrated into learning, organisation and independent research 
across the School so that students understand how to use technology safely and appropriately in a modern technological 
world and in preparation for University and their working lives.

Careers – Through careful guidance and opportunities, students achieve the qualifications they need for the next stage 
of their education and obtain the experience and support to ensure that they are fully prepared for the next step. Students 
from RGS Worcester go on to shine in a very broad range of fields from Science, Engineering and Technology, to the Arts, 
Music, Drama and Sport and the staff have the expertise to guide our students in whichever direction they wish to follow. 

An RGS Worcester Sixth Form education is an opportunity not to be missed. The students enjoy the use of their own 
Sixth Form Centre in addition to the extensive facilities available at RGS and they establish life-long friendships in this 
friendly, welcoming school. We are very proud of the students in our Sixth Form, the contribution they make to the 
School, and all that they go on to achieve.  

John Pitt, Headmaster   
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Introduction 
Welcome to the Sixth Form at RGS Worcester 
The Head of Sixth Form and the Sixth Form Team are responsible for the academic 
progress and pastoral care of students in the Sixth Form and for ensuring that they get 
the most out of the opportunities the School offers. 

The Sixth Form have their own area within the School, Gordon House. On the ground 
floor, housed in the historic Whiteladies Dining Room is a spacious common room, with 
a coffee shop, comfortable seating and coffee tables. The coffee shop atmosphere is 
very suitable for group discussion and collaborative work. 

Above this, on the first floor are two purpose built study rooms, with work stations and 
some computers to complement the iPads students bring as part of our DLP. There 
is also a photocopier and printer on that floor for students’ use.  During lesson times, 
the study rooms are staffed by teachers and quiet study is maintained throughout. 

Economics and Business, both subjects taught only at A Level are housed in a newly 
refurbished suite of rooms on the second floor. With good wifi connections throughout 
the block, students are able to work independently. In addition to the provision in 
Gordon House, the library in Main Block is an excellent resource and a good place for 
Sixth Formers to study. 

We offer a wide range of A Level subjects and a BTEC in Sport, which is equivalent 
to two A Levels. 

While supporting students, it is our aim to prepare them for the future, teaching them 
study skills and encouraging them to take responsibility for their own learning. We are 
very experienced at supporting the University application process, guiding students 
to a wide range of universities every year (including Oxford, Cambridge and other 
Russell Group institutions) and similarly supporting applications to Art Colleges, Drama 
Schools and Music Conservatoires. We also provide Careers advice and support for 
those seeking to go straight into employment or onto work based training schemes.  

While academic success is key to the ethos of the Sixth Form, there is also a wealth of 
co-curricular activity on offer: sports, drama, music and debating to name a few. Sixth 
Form students are encouraged to take a lead in these aspects of the School, leading 
and conducting music groups, taking lead roles in drama productions, supporting and 
leading House activities, taking on Captaincies of the senior sports teams.

It is very much the case that Sixth Form students are at the heart of the School. As 
they move through the Sixth Form, we look to them to take on Prefect roles, too, and 
we expect all Sixth Formers to act as role models to younger pupils.  

The Sixth Form Team, together with the Form Tutors and the Assistant Head (Pastoral) 
provide excellent care and advice to all students. There is a well-developed PSHCE 
programme geared towards the needs of Sixth Form students and an Enrichment 
programme aimed at broadening their experience and knowledge beyond the 
classroom.

Life in the Sixth Form is a busy and enjoyable experience, whether you join us new or 
have come up through the RGS family of schools. We look forward to showing you 
our friendly, welcoming Sixth Form. 

Mr Mark Evetts,   
Head of Sixth Form  
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Entry to RGS Sixth Form 
We expect students to fulfil the following criteria: 

• To achieve a minimum of six GCSE passes at Grade 6 (old grade B) and no
less than Grade 6 in any subjects, except Biology, Physics, Chemistry and
Mathematics which require a Grade 7 (old grade A) that you wish to study in
the Sixth Form. New subjects, such as Economics, Politics or PE will look at
your results in GCSE subjects, which contain similar content or require similar
skills; for instance, Economics will look at Mathematics and English, Politics at
English Literature, Religious Studies or History.

• Have a good report from Year Eleven.

• If you are joining from another school, you will be asked to sit a Verbal
Reasoning Test and have an interview before being offered a place. We will
ask for a reference from your present school. You will also need GCSE passes
at Grade 4 or above (old Grade C) in English and Mathematics.

• If you are already at RGS and do not achieve a Grade 4, or better, in GCSE
Mathematics and English Language you will be expected to resit these
subjects while in the Sixth Form.

Selecting your A Level Subjects 
Before making your final choice of subjects, you might like to consider  
the following: 

• Reflect on the information and advice given by Careers staff and through
the presentations at Parents’ Evenings.

• Read the subject specific course descriptions.

• Choose a sensible combination of subjects.

It may help to consider the following points:

Which combination is most likely to produce the best results?

Consider transferable skills and supporting subjects.

Which combination of subjects is likely to be favoured by Universities?

• Consider which subjects are required by Universities for courses you
are likely to select, and which are preferred. Which subjects will help your
preferred course at University, even if they are not necessary for entrance
on to that course.
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Degree Course   Normally required 
Accountancy ................ Maths  
Architecture.................. Maths* (some),  
 (Art portfolio+ most) 
Biology ........................  Biology, Chemistry or  
 Maths or Physics 
Business Studies .......... Maths (some) 
Chemistry .................... Chemistry, (Maths or  
 Physics+) 
Classics ......................   Latin (some), Classical  
 Civilisation (some)  
Classical Civilisation..... None 
Computing & IT ............ Maths (some)  
Dentistry ......................  Chemistry, (two of  
 Maths/Biology/ 
 Physics+) 
Drama ......................... English 
Economics ................... Maths  
Engineering (Chem.)  .... Maths, (Physics,  
 Chemistry+) 
Engineering (others) ...... Maths, (Physics,  
 Further Maths+) 
English ...........................  English 
French - Languages ..... French, (Geography  
 or Spanish+) 
Geography .................. Geography  
Geology ......................... Maths, Physics  
 (or two sciences+) 

Degree Course   Normally required
History ......................... History 
Land Management ....... Maths (few),  
 Geography preferred 
Law .............................. None  
Materials Science ......... Maths, (Physics,  
 Chemistry+)  
Mathematics ............... Maths 

Medicine ...................... Chemistry, (Biology,  
 Physics or Maths+) 
Music ........................... Music 
Oriental Languages ...... 1 Class. or Modern  
 Foreign Language
Pharmacy .................... Chemistry, (Biology,  
 Physics or Maths+)
Philosophy .................. Maths (few) 
Physics ....................... Physics, (Maths+) 
Physiotherapy ............... Biology, (Chemistry+) 
Politics ......................... None 
Psychology .................. Two sciences (few).  
 Maths an advantage 
Vet. Science ................. Chemistry, (Biology,  
 Physics or Maths+) 
+ Desirable      
* Most Universities also ask to see an 
 Art portfolio  

Choosing a Subject 
The most important reasons to choose a subject are that you enjoy it and find the subject 
interesting. It is certainly the case that for some degree and career choices particular A 
Levels are required for entry, but it is best to put your interests first and let them guide your 
choices for later study or career.  

It is also sensible to choose courses that you are good at and some of our A Level subjects 
do require a GCSE Grade 7 for you to study them. 

Enjoyment and interest are key to help maintain your motivation during your studies.  

There are subject specific pages at the back of this prospectus and advice on University 
application and Careers and we encourage you to ask questions and seek advice from RGS 
staff to help you make the best choices.   

Subjects offered: 
 •  Art and Design

•  Biology 
•  Business
•  Chemistry 
•  Classical Civilisation
•  Computer Science
•  Design and  
 Technology
•  Drama and Theatre  
 Studies

 
•  English Literature
•  Economics
•  Fashion and Textiles
•  French
•  Further Mathematics 
•  Geography
•  German 
•  Government and  
 Politics
•  History
 

 
 
•  Latin
•  Mathematics
•  Music
•  Philosophy, Religion  
 and Ethics 
•  Physical Education
•  Physics
•  Spanish 

•  BTEC National  
 Diploma in Sport

Degree/Career Opportunities requiring 
specific A Level Combinations  

6  



Games in the Sixth Form 
Games is provided for Sixth Form students for one afternoon each week. The range 
of activities is broad and includes: athletics, badminton, cricket, cross-country 
running, dance, football, golf, hockey, netball, rowing, rugby, sailing, health related 
exercise, rounders, dancercise, fitness and tennis.  

In addition, there is a comprehensive programme of fixtures with other schools in a 
variety of sports, many of which occur on Saturdays. Teams train during each week 
and receive specialist coaching from leading coaches including former national and 
international players.  

Co-Curricular activities available 
We strongly encourage all students to participate in co-curricular activities. Sixth Form 
students will often lead these activities. This broadens their experience and gives them 
an opportunity to display initiative, exercise responsibility and lead younger pupils.  

If a Sixth Form student identifies a club or society they would like to start then this will 
certainly be considered.  

Trips
The School runs a wide variety of trips, many open to Sixth Form students, as well as 
some which are exclusive to them. 

There are regular sports tours for senior teams: recently the rugby squad has visited 
South Africa, the Netball teams have visited New Zealand, and the Cricket team went 
to Sri Lanka. 

In addition, the Duke of Edinburgh Award includes canoeing, kayaking and sea 
kayaking expeditions and in the past few years they have visited the Scottish Lochs, 
the Swedish lakes around Stockholm and one group paddled round Crete. 

The School has also taken a number of trips to Cern in the past few years, giving 
students a chance to see ground breaking scientific research. The Drama department 
runs a full programme of theatre trips, roughly one every month, encouraging Drama 
students and those simply interested in the theatre to broaden their experience. There 
is a termly trip to Birmingham Symphony Hall run by the Music department. In addition, 
several departments run subject specific trips to enhance students’ learning such as 
the Geography field trip to North Wales and the Politics and Economics department 
recent visit to Washington and New York. 

The very strong Debating Society takes teams out to competitions around Britain 
several times each term and regularly performs well in the English Speaking Union, 
Cambridge Union and Oxford Union competitions, often qualifying for the national 
finals in a year. 

The School has a long tradition of raising money for charity and the Sixth Form 
students, through the Charity Committee, take a leading role in organising events. In 
addition to the sums of money raised, the Committee plays an important part in raising 
awareness for various charitable causes amongst the pupils. 

Activities include:   
BISMARCK Modelling Club 
Board games 
Chess Club 
Christian Union 
CCF 
Charities 
Community Service  

Dance 
Debating and  
Public Speaking 
Duke of Edinburgh Award   
Drama 
Outreach in local schools 
Fencing 
Film Society 

History  
Literary Society 
Music   
Trampolining 
War Games Society  
Work Experience and  
Job Shadowing   
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RGS Careers Department 
The award-winning Careers Department is well equipped 
to enable our pupils to leave RGS with all the skills that are 
needed to succeed in the world beyond RGS. 

In the Sixth Form, the advice and guidance that each 
pupil receives is suited to their aspirations and pupils are 
encouraged to open their eyes to the wealth of opportunity 
that awaits them; this might include going to University in the 
UK, Europe or even America, or increasingly, students are 
looking to Degree Apprenticeships and relevant Gap year 
activities before going to University.

We work with students to build momentum in approaching 
these key decisions through the following:

• Academic programmes in the two 
 Sixth Form years
• Academic Enrichment including 
 Enterprise & Employability skills delivered in conjunction 
 with the University of Worcester Business Department
• Work Experience support
• Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
• Volunteering development 
• Reasoned and flexible decisions 
 for Higher Education including 
 International study
• Discussion of Apprenticeships and 
 help with applications

With around 97% of RGS students going on to University, our 
main aim is to ensure that they all gain the right place in Higher 
Education. And that figure masks an even more important 
factor: that the vast majority of RGS students go to their first 
choice university.
 
As well as incorporating Careers advice and guidance within 
the PSHCE curriculum, we have dedicated days for the Sixth 
Form that facilitate the UCAS process with Higher Education 
evenings. An essential part of this process is enrolling on 
‘Unifrog,’ a superb search tool for Higher Education. This has 
proved an invaluable resource for our Sixth Formers and has 
enabled them to explore the wealth of opportunity that awaits 
them and is provided for all RGS students.

Applications for Oxbridge, Medics and Veterinary Sciences 
applications are different from most other University applications 
and must be treated as such. We have a dedicated team of staff 
who support Oxbridge applications and the process starts as 
early as Year Ten or Eleven. A separate team supports aspiring 
medics and vets through their application process and tests. 
Students in the Sixth Form receive appropriate coaching and 
advice on interview technique as well as specialist seminars 
and enrichment sessions. 

The Careers Department hosts a wide range of speakers from 
diverse professions in the monthly Careers Seminars that are 
held in our Lecture Theatre throughout the Academic year. 
These Seminars range from Employability skills to Careers in 
STEM subjects with international and local companies coming 
into School to engage students in their field of expertise. The 
annual Careers & Higher Education EXPO, being the largest 
Careers fair in Worcestershire, gives all students the chance 
to speak to professionals about their own career paths and to 
find out what qualifications and skills are required for specific 
careers. At RGS, we recognise that the more exposure 
RGS pupils get to the world of work, the keener and more 
successful our students will be when they enter it.8  
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The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)    

The EPQ is recognised and welcomed by all universities as it demonstrates 
dedication to independent learning. Students have the opportunity to explore a 
topic area or a question that is of particular interest to them. They may design an 
artefact, write a dissertation, put on a performance, produce an Art installation, 
organise an event, or carry out a scientific or fieldwork investigation. An EPQ 
is recognised by UCAS as the equivalent to half an A Level, and It is likely to 
enhance applications to Higher Education or for a job and will help students 
to stand out in both their Personal Statement and at interview. Through the 
weekly Sixth Form Enrichment Programme the taught skills element of the EPQ 
is delivered and students have a chosen teacher as a personal supervisor. The 
focus is on independent learning, aimed at developing essential research, study 
and presentation skills, as well as higher order critical thinking. 

UNIFROG - selecting university courses     
Unifrog is a fantastic online tool that connects students to the best University 
courses for them both home and abroad, as well as live Apprenticeship vacancies 
across the UK. It enables students to compare courses and vacancies using 
different factors such as distance from home, qualifications required, social life 
and potential salary. The search tool provides independent and impartial Careers 
information and uses Labour Market evidence to help students make informed 
choices. Both teachers and parents can track a student’s progress in making 
their choices. Unifrog is the only Careers tool that contains a comprehensive list 
of every University course and every Apprenticeship vacancy in the UK as well as 
Dutch Universities. As an innovative product it allows parents to login alongside 
students, so that they become part of the Careers guidance process.  

Global Bridge - creating an online CV
The School places tremendous importance in helping pupils to prepare for 
whatever future path they wish to pursue after RGS and as they become alumni. 
RGS is working with a company called Globalbridge to provide access to an 
online database facility where pupils in the Sixth Form can create an interactive 
and visual digital CV of their achievements, co-curricular interests, examination 
results to date, predicted grades and career interests. The UCAS application 
process has recently evolved to enable URL links, which will allow students to 
share their page with Universities.

A number of major companies, such as KPMG, have also signed up to the 
channel with a view to identifying prospective employees. 

Crucially, unlike Linkedin or Facebook, it will remain a secure closed environment 
that is not searchable to unregistered third parties. Information can only be 
posted on an individual’s account by the account holder him/herself. 

Under the guidance of the Sixth Form Team, students can build a portfolio of 
their academic work and co-curricular achievements that Universities will be 
able to access and evaluate. Video clips, sound recordings (music, languages, 
spoken word), art portfolios, debating, drama and sporting footage, newspaper 
clippings, etc, can all be included. Upon leaving RGS each student will retain 
their Globalbridge account. This can form the bedrock of a CV for potential 
employers.

These additional careers-focused items are provided for all RGS students in 
order to support each student on their journey to the right career. rgsw.org.uk  9
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Att

The subject is both practical and studio based and is designed to 
promote independent learning, creativity and intuition, investigative and 
analytical powers, technical skills, aesthetic awareness and intellectual 
endeavour. Key features are practical learning with individualised 
teaching tutorials, group crits, presentations by the students and 
exhibitions. Practical studies alongside outcomes are presented in 
folders, portfolios and sketchbooks. The subject is compatible with all 
others and can be complementary to DT or Textiles. It is essential for 
progression to Higher or Further Education in all aspects of Art and 
Design or Architecture and is ideal for History of Art.

Art A Level comprises two components, Component One: Personal 
Investigation (60%) and Component Two: (40%) ESA or Externally Set 
Assignment on a theme set by Pearson Edexcel released on 1 February 
of Year Two.

Art and Design  Examination Board Edexcel

The minimum requirement is Grade 
6 at GCSE or at the discretion of the 
Head of Department after an interview 
and demonstration of skill in drawing. 
Drawing is a required skill to be 
developed to a high standard that 
must be reflected in each Assessment 
Objective.

Entry Requirements

Lower Sixth 
Component One: Personal Investigation develops a 
body of practical work on an individual pathway but 
includes a mandatory written academic Personal 
Study. The first term is based exclusively in drawing 
with an initial site visit in September to a location 
offering themes for observational study that culminate 
in a large drawing that is assessed. Progress will be 
assessed again at the end of the first year with an 
exhibition of Lower Sixth work alongside the Upper 
Sixth. The requirement to produce a Personal Study 
or dissertation will be managed across Years One and 
Two.

Upper Sixth 
Component Two is a body of practical work made in 
response to a theme released by the examination board 
on 1 February of the second year that culminates in a 
15 hour Sustained Focus timed test. Both components 
are a journey engaging with the equally weighted 
Assessment Objectives: recording observations; 
developing ideas through critically investigating artists 
demonstrating analytical understanding; reviewing 
and refining ideas by experimenting with methods 
and materials; presenting a final response along with 
a written evaluation. Both Components are examined 
in June. Component One is internally set, internally 
marked and externally moderated. Component Two 
is externally set, internally marked and externally 
moderated. 

Art & Design

Art and Design
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Att

As well as being a truly fascinating subject to study, an A Level in 
Biology opens many doors in higher education. Candidates undertaking 
Biology can go on to study a wealth of subjects at University and take 
up careers in a range of areas, including Ecology, Physiology and Health 
Sciences, Medicine, Genetics, Biochemistry and Zoology.

The A Level course builds up from the chemicals of life, through cells, 
tissues and organs in the first year, into whole organisms, ecosystems 
and concepts such as evolution and gene technology in the second. 
Investigations follow the scientific method, including physiological and 
biochemical experiments, observations of animal and plant specimens 
and interpretation of microscopic material.

The A Level course is now linear and students will sit three papers at the 
end of Upper Sixth.

Paper 1 examines content from the first year of the course and Paper 2 
examines content from the second. They are both two hours in length 
and are comprised of a mixture of short and long answer questions.

Paper 3 is a synoptic paper which tests content from both years of 
study. As well as short and long answer questions, there is an essay 
question which enables candidates to demonstrate the breadth of their 
knowledge on a particular aspect of Biology. This paper is also two 
hours in length.

Biology Examination Board AQA

GCSE Biology: Grade 7 
or Dual Award Science: 7-7 
and GCSE Mathematics: Grade 7

Entry Requirements

Lower Sixth 
Topics 
•   Biological molecules
•   Cells
•   Organisms exchange substances with their   
     environments
•   Genetic information, variation and relationships  
     between organisms

Biology

There is no coursework module for A Level 
Biology, but there are a minimum of 12 
required practicals that must be completed 
before the end of the course. Pupils need 
to have demonstrated competency in 
these to obtain the Practical Endorsement.

Biology
Upper Sixth 
Topics
•    Energy transfer in and between organisms
•    Organisms respond to changes in their 
      environments
•    Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems
•    The control of gene expression 
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Assessment:
The A Level is assessed through three external examinations with Papers 1 and 2 combining two themes each and 
Paper 3 being the synoptic paper.

Paper 1: Marketing, people and global businesses
(Paper code: 9BS0/01)

Paper 2: Business activities, decisions and strategy
(Paper code: 9BS0/02)

Paper 3: Investigating business in a competitive environment 
(Paper code: 9BS0/03)

 

At

Business is a dynamic subject about the diverse nature of business 
enterprise and the interdependence of the various parts of the business 
world. Students will explore business success and business failure, 
investigate local, national and global business markets, and understand 
how businesses need to adapt and respond strategically to the 
changing environment in which they operate to survive and grow. This 
constant evolutionary process makes Business a fascinating subject to 
study at A Level.

The course is structured into four ‘Themes’:

Business Examination Board Edexcel

GCSE English: Grade 6
and 
GCSE Mathematics: Grade 6

Entry Requirements

Lower Sixth 
Theme 1: Marketing and People
• meeting customer needs
• the market
• marketing mix and strategy
• managing people
• entrepreneurs and leaders

Theme 2: Managing Business Activities
• raising finance
• financial planning
• managing finance
• resource management 
• external influences

Business

Upper Sixth 
Theme 3: Business Decisions and Strategy
• business objectives and strategy
• business growth
• decision-making techniques
• influences on business decisions
• assessing competitiveness
• managing change

Theme 4: Global Business
• globalisation
• global markets and business expansion
• global marketing
• global industries and companies (multinational corporations)

Business
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Att

Chemistry Examination Board AQA

GCSE Chemistry: Grade 7
GCSE Combined Science: Grade 7-7
GCSE Mathematics: Grade 7

Entry Requirements

Chemistry

There is no coursework module for A 
Level Chemistry, but there are a minimum 
of 12 required practicals that must be 
completed before the end of the course. 
Pupils need to have demonstrated 
competency in these to obtain the 
Practical Endorsement.

Why study Chemistry? The reasons are many but to me the key is that 
Chemistry helps us to understand our world better. From archeology to 
our own and exoplanet’s atmospheres, from the effects of drugs to the 
colour of precious stones, Chemistry enables us to make life better and 
more interesting. Chemistry can help prevent and cure disease, develop 
new materials and help us explore and understand space - Chemistry is all 
around us.

The A Level course is now linear and students will sit three papers at the 
end of the Upper Sixth.

Lower Sixth
The first year of the course sees the teaching of the ‘nuts and bolts’ of A 
Level Chemistry. We delve into atomic structure and learn more about bonding, improving on the models that served 
us well during GCSE. We look into determining energy changes that cannot be determined directly through experiment, 
and explore reactions in terms of electron transfer. The first year also sees the introduction of required practicals. Here, 
pupils develop not only their manual handling skills but also analytical and evaluative skills. 

Upper Sixth 
The second year builds upon the foundations laid in Year One. We look into why chemical reactions actually occur, 
dispelling some GCSE myths. We look further into electron transfer, how batteries work and explain equilibrium 
positions with maths. We explore how doubling the concentration of a reagent might not necessarily double the rate, 
and we devise synthetic pathways in organic chemistry. Required practicals continue to be performed and pupils need 
to have successfully completed all 12 (six in the Lower Sixth and six in the Upper Sixth) by the end of the course to 
receive the practical endorsement.

The A Level Chemistry course is terminally assessed via three examination papers.

Paper 1 examines Physical and Inorganic Chemistry whilst Paper 2 examines Physical and Organic Chemistry. Both 
papers are two hours in length and consist of short and long answer questions.

Paper 3 assesses any specification content and any practical skills. The paper consists of 40 marks of questions on 
practical techniques and data analysis, 20 marks of questions testing across the specification and 30 marks of multiple 
choice questions. This paper is also two hours in length.
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Att

Anyone studying English, History, or Politics will find Classical Civilisation 
extremely useful in informing their other studies; other students will find 
Class Civ the kind of contrasting, mind-broadening, analytical discipline 
that university departments are delighted to see their applicants 
pursuing.
 
Classical Civilisation is respected as a challenging multi-disciplinary 
course, encouraging breadth of viewpoint, precision, analytical abilities 
and communication skills.

Classical Civilisation Examination Board OCR

GCSE English Literature and Language: 
Grade 6 or higher plus a Grade 6 or 
higher in any Humanities subjects 
taken. 
GCSE Classical Civilisation or Latin 
are helpful, but certainly not essential: 
genuine interest and enthusiasm are 
much more important. NO previous 
knowledge in this field is assumed.

Entry Requirements 

Classical Civilisation

The World of the Hero (40%) 
Section A: looks at Homer’s Iliad, the first 
great work of Western Literature, and one 
of the three great Classical Epics. The 
battle between Greeks and Trojans, Gods 
and Mortals, Love and War, Death and 
Eternal Glory is celebrated in this great 
literary text. 

Section B: looks at Virgil’s Aeneid, the 
great Roman Epic. Written to celebrate 
Augustus, it considers the Trojans’ 
exodus to Italy, via Carthage and their 
adventures en route and on arrival.

Students will be expected to analyse 
stimulus material from the texts and 
comment on technique, themes and 
content. One essay will combine 
elements from both texts.

One 140 minutes examination, broken 
up into a mixture of shorter and longer-
answer essay questions.

Culture & The Arts: The Greek Theatre 
(30%)
Combining literary, dramatic and artistic 
elements, this paper looks at Greek 
Theatre in an holistic manner. By studying 

three texts – two tragedies and one 
comedy – in their social context, we get 
a window onto the key issues of the 
Greek fifth Century world. We study the 
architecture and design of the theatres 
in which these religious festivals were 
held, and consider artefacts and artwork 
depicting Greek drama to understand 
further the festival context and its key 
features.

Students will be expected to analyse 
stimulus material – literary and visual – to 
demonstrate understanding of the Greek 
dramatic context.

One 90 minutes examination, broken up 
into a mixture of factual recall, shorter 
commentary and longer-answer essay 
questions.

Beliefs & Ideas: Politics of the Late 
Republic (30%)
Ideas about love and relationships are key 
aspects of the literature, thoughts, and 
ethics of any society. This component 
offers the opportunity for learners to 
recognise and relate to the passions, 
frustrations and delights of love in the 
ancient world. The ethical questions 

raised by these ideas continue to be 
wrestled over by successive generations 
and this unit will generate interesting 
and important discussions about love, 
desire, sex, sexuality and the institution of 
marriage. 

Ancient ideas about men, women and 
marriage enable learners to discuss 
the reality of love and relationships in 
everyday life, whilst study of Seneca 
and Plato provides a more conceptual 
approach. Throughout this material 
learners will be able to draw comparisons 
and make judgements about ideal and 
reality, and the nature of ‘right’ and 
‘wrong’ ways to love or be loved. 

The study of poetry forms the second 
half of the unit. Sappho provides a link 
between the Homeric poems and the 
literature of 5th and 4th-century Athens. 
She is one of very few female voices 
from the ancient world; the context of 
her life is fascinating, and her verse is 
powerful and evocative. Ovid offers a 
lighter presentation of relationships and 
concentrates on the fun and flirtation of 
budding romances.

One 90 minute examination, broken up 
into a mixture of factual recall, shorter 
commentary and longer-answer essay 
questions.
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Computer Science is a practical subject where students can apply the 
academic principles learned in the classroom to real world systems.  
Computing is an intensely creative subject that combines invention and 
excitement, and can look at the natural world through a prism.

The aims of this qualification are to enable pupils to develop:

• An understanding of, and the ability to apply, the fundamental principles and concepts of  computer science, 
including abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and data representation

• The ability to analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving such problems, 
including writing programs to do so

• The capacity for thinking creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically
• The capacity to see relationships between different aspects of Computer Science
• Mathematical skills related to: Boolean algebra, number representation and bases, comparison and complexity of 

algorithms
• The ability to articulate the individual (moral), social (ethical), legal and cultural opportunities and risks of digital   
 technology. 
 Lower Sixth  
Fundamentals of programming, data structures  
and problem solving
Theory of computation
Data representation
Computer systems, organisation and architecture
Consequences of uses of computing
Communication and Networking

 

Att

Computer Science Examination Board AQA

GCSE Computer Science: Grade 7 
or
an equivalent qualification at Grade 7

Entry Requirements

Computer Science

Upper Sixth
Further principles covering Year One topics and;
Databases
‘Big Data’
Functional programming and systematic approach to programming
A computing practical project
The student will choose a computing problem to work through, as 
detailed in the specification

Paper 1 
On-screen examination: 2 hours 30 
minutes, 40% of A level. Students answer 
a series of short questions and write/
adapt/extend programs. Preliminary 
material, a skeleton program (available in 
each of the programming languages) and, 
where appropriate, test data, for use in 
the examination are provided by AQA.

Paper 2 
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes, 
40% of A level. Compulsory short-answer 
and extended-answer questions.

The Programming Project - non-
examination assessment 
The non-examination assessment 
assesses students’ ability to use the 
knowledge and skills gained through the 
course to solve or investigate a practical 
problem. Students will be expected to 
follow a systematic approach to problem 
solving. Assessed 75 marks, 20% of A 
level.

Assessments in the Upper Sixth for the A Level qualification
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Drama and Theatre Studies is an exciting course which allows students to 
pursue their interests and develop their skills in a range of practical drama 
elements, as well as the theoretical and workshop study of 
a number of set plays.  Students have the freedom to choose both content 
and the form of the practical presentations at each Level. Students from RGS 
regularly go on to study Drama/Theatre at University and beyond. 

Component 1:  Drama and Theatre
Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre. 
Study of two set plays: one from List A, one from List B. 
Analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre makers.
Written examination: 3 hours   

Section A - one question (from a choice) on the set play from List A (25 marks)

Section B - one three part question on a given extract from the set play from List B (30 marks)

Section C - one question (from a choice) on the work of theatre makers in a single live production (25 marks)

Component 2: Creating Original Drama (Practical)
Process of creating devised drama. 
Performance of devised drama (students may contribute as performer, designer or director). 
Devised piece must be influenced by the work and methodologies of one prescribed practitioner.   
Working notebook (40 marks)  Devised performance (20 marks). This component is marked internally and moderated 
by AQA.

Component 3: Making Theatre (Practical)
Practical exploration and interpretation of Extract 1, 2 and 3 each taken from a different play. 
Methodology of a prescribed practitioner must be applied to Extract 3. 
Extract 3 is to be performed as a final assessed piece (students may contribute as performer, designer or director).
Reflective report analysing and evaluating theatrical interpretation of all three extracts. 
Performance of Extract 3 (40 marks), Reflective report (20 marks). This component is marked by AQA.

Drama and Theatre Studies Examination Board AQA

GCSE Drama:  Grade 7 
and GCSE English: Grade 7
or discussion with the Head of 
Department

Entry Requirements

Drama and Theatre Studies

Drama
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Why choose Design and Technology?      
“I am a fan of Design and Technology. It doesn’t separate out design 
from technology, but instead recognises that art and science, the 
practical and the theoretical, can all work together to bring about 
creative products and I was drawn to the idea of making things work 
better.  

Design involves experimenting and trying things out. In how many other 
careers do you get to use your hands and your brains and make things 
that people actually need?  Careers in design are creative, demanding 
and fun and lead to a bright, exciting, profitable future.” 
      Sir James Dyson

Design and Technology: Product Design Examination Board Edexcel

GCSE  in Design Technology: Grade 7
or
GCSE in Engineering: Grade 7 or above
or
iGCSE Design and Technology: Grade 
7 or above

Entry Requirements

Design and Technology

Course Outline
• Examination Board – EdExcel; Design and Technology: Product Design
• Principles of Design and Technology (written examination), 50% of total A  
 Level mark
• Independent Design and Make Project (project work), 50% of total A Level  
 mark

This exciting course offers students the opportunity to identify real market needs for new products and, using creativity 
and imagination, develop designs and make prototypes that solve real world problems. Theoretical study is intertwined 
with practical problem solving using some of the latest technologies available.

An A Level in Design and Technology can help students pursue a wide range of careers. Students develop key skills in 
problem solving, communication, ICT and working in a team as well as the subject specific skills. Many of our former 
students have gone on to study Engineering as well as design-based Higher Education courses and professions. 

Design & Technology
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Students will foster an understanding of Economics concepts and 
theories in a range of contexts and develop a critical consideration of 
their value and limitation in explaining real world phenomena. As a result 
of following this course, students will be able to explain, analyse and 
evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the market economy and the 
role of the government within a market economy, and be able to criticise 
economic models of enquiry, recognising the limitations of these models.

Course Outline
Topics covered:

The course is divided into microeconomics and macroeconomics,  
and is assessed through three external examinations. 

Microeconomics (H460/01)
• scarcity and choice
• how competitive markets work
• competition and market power
• labour market
• market failure and government intervention

Macroeconomics (H460/02)
• economic policy objectives and indicators of macroeconomic 

performance
• aggregate demand and supply
• the application of policy instruments
• the global context
• the financial sector

Themes in Economics (H460/03)
• synoptic covering both microeconomics and macroeconomics

Economics Examination Board OCR

GCSE English: Grade 7
and
GCSE Mathematics: Grade 7

Entry Requirements

Economics

Economics
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English in the Sixth Form involves the study of Literature.  Students 
will read a variety of texts including drama, the novel and poetry.  Eight 
texts are studied throughout the course and assessment is by both 
examination and coursework.  

Candidates are also expected to answer on unseen texts.  Titles of 
works vary from year to year: the aim is to offer a balance between 
established classics and modern works.

The course requires students to read widely and enjoy discussing their 
reading in an analytical way. A willingness to participate in discussion, 
and the ability to formulate and express ideas in writing are also essential 
for success at this level.

English Literature Examination Board OCR

GCSE English Language: Grade 6
GCSE English Literature: Grade 6

Entry Requirements

English Literature

English Literature

1. Component H472/01:  
Shakespeare, Drama and Poetry 
pre-1900

• Closed text examination (40% of  
 total A level)
• The Tempest – a story of betrayal, 
 power struggles, innocence and 
 magic.
• Selected Poems of Christina 
 Rossetti and A Doll’s House: you 
 will be asked to write about 
 Ibsen’s ground-breaking   
 drama about a woman’s 
 entrapment within bourgeois 
 society and the poems of the 
 Victorian poet, Christina Rossetti, 
 which explore the nature of 
 faith, love and the roles of women 
 in society

2. Component H472/02: 2. 2. 
Comparative and Contextual Study

• Closed text examination (40% of 
 total A level)
• The Gothic
• The Bloody Chamber, Dracula
A wide-ranging unit requiring a 
knowledge of the key themes and 
ideas presented in Gothic literature: 
the uncanny, the sublime and the 
supernatural

3. Component H472/03: Literature 
post-1900
• Assessed by Coursework.
• Jerusalem - Jez Butterworth’s 
 highly-acclaimed drama featuring 
 maverick anti-hero Johnny 
 ‘Rooster’ Byron.
• The Whitsun Weddings – Larkin’s 
 poignant and lyrical depiction of 
 post-war English society.

Alongside ‘Jerusalem’, you will be 
introduced to a range of novels that 
look at themes and ideas such as: 
conflict, isolation, the modern world, 
society and youth.

“I long to go through the crowded streets 
of your mighty London, to be in the midst 
of the whirl and rush of humanity, to share 
its life, its change, its death, and all that 
makes it what it is.”
Bram Stoker | Dracula
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Geography is a dynamic, exciting and varied course, incorporating 
recent current affairs.

If you are interested in learning more about the people and the world 
around you alongside contemporary issues – then A Level Geography is 
for you! 

There is also a five day residential Field Course where you collect data 
for your geographical investigation.

Course Outline
Topics covered:

• Physical Themes – Water and Carbon Cycles;   
 Coastal Systems and Landscapes; Hazards 

• Human Themes – Global Systems and Governance,  
 Changing Places, Changing Urban Environments

• Geographical Investigation – incorporates fieldwork and research

Assessment:
Two written examinations (2 x 40%) – short answer, data response and 
essay.

Independent research submission (3,000 to 4,000 words) (20%) 

Geography Examinatiåon Board AQA

GCSE Geography: Grade 6
and 
Mathematics and English: Grade 6

A genuine interest, enthusiasm and 
a good record in the subject are also 
important.

Entry Requirements

Geography

Geography
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Students will develop a wide range of skills including the ability to 
synthesise and evaluate political information, construct and communicate 
arguments and use political vocabulary. Students will study the UK 
political system, the US political system and political ideas. Paper One 
focuses on how British people participate in politics. Paper Two looks at 
the institutions that create our political framework. Paper Three looks at 
the US system, comparing and contrasting it with British politics. 

Paper One – UK Politics
Students discuss the importance of voting behaviour, the influence 
of electoral systems in communicating political opinion and the 
controversies surrounding the use of referendums. Political parties and 
pressure groups are explored and ideological differences highlighted. 
It also looks at the core political ideas of: conservatism, liberalism and 
socialism.

Paper Two – UK Government
This paper focuses on how the UK is governed by the institutions of  
Parliament, the Supreme Court and the Cabinet. The role and function of  
the Prime Minister and the executive, legislative and the judiciary are 
discussed. Students must assess where power resides in the UK political 
system. The students will also study the political theory of nationalism.

Paper Three – Comparative Politics
The American system is federal, has a written constitution, a singular 
executive and a political system that is designed to ensure no branch 
can dominate.  America has been referred to as ‘The World’s Greatest 
Democracy’ and our students will assess if it deserves this accolade.

Government and Politics Examination Board Edexcel

GCSE English: Grade 6 and either 
History, Geography or Religious 
Studies: Grade 6

Entry Requirements

Government and Politics

Government & Politics
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The two examined elements of the A Level History course cover Tudor 
England from 1485-1603 and Germany between 1918 and 1945, with 
each worth 40% of the final grade. The course explores pivotal moments 
in Western history, investigating themes of government, society, ideas 
and national identity. History promotes close reading and analysis, the 
construction and deconstruction of debate, and the skill of extended 
writing.

History Examination Board AQA

GCSE History:  Grade 6
and 
GCSE English: Grade 6
or
English and another Humanities subject 
if a student has not studied History at 
GCSE.

Entry Requirements

Course Outline
The Tudors: England, 1485-1603
Students learn about the reigns of the Tudor monarchs: Henry VII, Henry 
VIII, Edward VI, Mary I and Elizabeth I. They consider in breadth issues 
of change and continuity, cause and consequence. They focus on how 
the Tudors restored and developed the power of the monarchy; on the 
development of society, the economy and religious and intellectual ideas in 
this period and on the exploration of relations with foreign powers such as 
Spain and France.

Democracy and Nazism: Germany, 1918-1945
Students will build on work covered at GCSE by looking in-depth at how 
the newly developed democratic form of government in Germany in 1918 gave way to a dictatorial Nazi regime. They 
will explore the rise and fall of the Weimar Government, and its achievements and failures at home and abroad. They 
will also learn about the nature of Nazi dictatorship as well as about the development of the racial state, particularly the 
growth of anti-Semitism. Finally, they will learn about the impact of war on Germany: the Home Front, policies towards 
Jews, and growing opposition through, for example, the July Bomb Plot. 

Historical Investigation: The Crusades, 1095-1204
The students complete a 3,500 word, teacher-guided research essay on the Crusades, worth 20% of their final grade. 

History

History
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Anyone studying Languages or Humanities will find Latin extremely 
useful in informing their other studies; Scientists and Mathematicians will 
enjoy the logical, systematic elements of the grammar of the language, 
as well as the opportunity to demonstrate their sensitivity  and articulacy 
in responding to the sophistication of the literature. 

Latin is renowned as a marker of intellectual capability, fostering 
analytical and critical skills, greatly appreciated by University Admissions 
Tutors.

Course Outline
Component 1: Unseen translation (33% of A Level)
One prose unseen translation plus one verse unseen translation 
(including two lines of scansion)

Component 2: Composition / Comprehension (17%)
Translation into Latin or comprehension plus grammar questions on an 
unseen passage

Component 3: Prose Literature (25%)
Translation, comprehension questions and a 15 mark literary analysis 
essay on each of two prose texts (Cicero / Tacitus / Seneca), plus a 
wider essay on one of the texts (including a passage in English)

Component 4: Verse Literature (25%)
Translation, comprehension questions and a 15 mark literary analysis 
essay on each of two verse texts (Ovid / Virgil), plus a wider essay on 
one of the texts (including a passage in English)

Latin Examination Board OCR

GCSE English Literature and Language:  
Grade 6
GCSE Latin: Grade 6

Entry Requirements

Latin

Latin
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Mathematics Examination Board Edexcel

GCSE Mathematics: Grade 7

Entry Requirements

Mathematics

GCSE Mathematics: Grade 8

Entry Requirements

Mathematics

Mathematics at A level takes the subject from GCSE and moves it up to 
a much higher level. The complexity of the material means that students 
need to be prepared to tackle abstract concepts and subtle techniques 
and the effort is rewarded by a qualification which is highly regarded by 
Universities and employers.

The course is made up of compulsory material and covers the range of the 
subject from Pure concepts to the Applied ideas of Mechanics. The Pure 
elements extend the GCSE topics of Algebra (for example simultaneous 
equations and quadratics) and introduces the higher level ideas of Calculus 
and Logarithms. The Applied courses cover the Statistics and Mechanics 
topics and these build on the GCSE topic of probability and the mechanics 
parts of GCSE Physics.

There are 3 x two hour examinations at the end of the course of which two  
cover the Pure parts of the course and the last one covers the Applied topics.

Further Mathematics Examination Board Edexcel

This course looks to bridge the gap between Sixth Form study and the 
demands of University courses. The course introduces concepts and 
techniques which will prepare the ground for study at University with subtle abstract ideas (group theory, complex 
numbers) and accurate Applied techniques in mechanics, decision and statistics topics.

The course has a very flexible structure with a very wide range of options allowing students to fine tune the course 
to suit their requirements. Students could follow a course made up entirely of abstract Pure Mathematics or could 
choose to mix in Applied options to produce a course suited to those preparing for a wide range of University 
courses.

At the highest level, this syllabus overlaps with material encountered in a number of disciplines encountered in 
undergraduate study and provides an excellent launch pad for future study.
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Studying a Modern Language at A Level prepares students for the 
increasingly globalised labour market of the world today. Not only do 
students gain the linguistic and cultural knowledge necessary to live, 
work and thrive in a different country, but they practise the interpersonal 
skills which are so valued by employers. Students can expect to 
discuss, debate and write critically through the medium of their chosen 
language. Furthermore, there are opportunities to travel and work 
abroad during the course.

Universities and employers alike continue to value academic 
qualifications in languages. Many Universities offer combination language 
degrees, allowing students to pursue the language they enjoy beyond 
A Level. These courses range from Art History and Economics, to Law 
and Medicine. Languages remain a ‘facilitating’ subject, thus highly 
recommended when seeking entry to some of the most prestigious 
Universities, including those in the Russell Group.

Modern Languages Examination Board AQA

GCSE Grade 6 in chosen language

Entry Requirements

Lower Sixth 
Within the first year of the A Level course, students can 
expect to study topics related to:

• Social issues and trends – including: the role of  
 family and use of the Internet
• Artistic culture – including: art, architecture and the  
 notion of cultural heritage

Furthermore, students will study one book or film this year 
from a list of prescribed set texts. 

Activities in class will include listening, reading and 
grammar practice, as well as translation from and into 
the target language. Students will also benefit from 
conversation lessons in small groups and regular use of 
the interactive resources available.

Upper Sixth 
Within the second year of the A Level course, students 
will study the following:

• Social issues and trends – including: the effects of  
 immigration and racism
• Political culture – including: political history, popular  
 movements and voting

Additionally, students will study a further book or film, so 
that either a film and a text or two texts will have been 
studied by the end of the A Level course.

Activities in class will continue to focus on the skills 
of comprehension, grammar and translation. Essay 
technique will become increasingly important, as students 
look to critically analyse material. Students will also 
undertake an independent research project on an area of 
interest, related to one of the topics explored within the 
course.

Modern Languages

MFL
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Examination

The external examinations for the course will be sat at the end of the A Level course in the second year. There will be 
internal examinations at the end of the Lower Sixth year that will be used to gauge a student’s progress during the 
course so far, as well as to inform future planning. 

Modern Languages (continued)

Modern Languages

Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Writing – 2 hours and 
30 minutes
(100 marks, 50% of overall A Level)

This paper comprises different sections, where students 
will have to:

• Listen to spoken passages from a range of contexts  
 and sources,covering different registers and types.  
 The content of the passages will be based on the  
 themes and sub-themes covered within the course

• Read a range of stimulus texts adapted from 
 authentic sources, including online sources. 
 Questions will target  main points, gist and detail and 
 will require either non-verbal responses or responses 
 in their chosen language. For one question, pupils will  
 be asked to summarise their response in their chosen  
 language

• Translate a passage of at least 100 words from 
 their chosen language into English and translate  
 a passage of at least 100 words from English into  
 their chosen language. The content will be based on  
 the themes and sub-themes covered within the  
 course

Paper 2: Writing – 2 hours 
(80 marks, 20% of overall A Level)

Students will answer an essay question in their chosen 
language for each of the two works they have studied 
(this can be a book and a film, or two books). Students 
will have a choice of question on each book/film. All 
questions will be in their chosen language and will require 
a critical and analytical response

Paper 3: Speaking 21–23 minutes (including 5 
minutes preparation time)
(60 marks, 30% of overall A Level)

The test will be in two parts. Part 1 will be the discussion 
of one sub-theme from those in this specification, lasting 
5–6 minutes, and Part 2 will be the presentation and 
discussion of the student’s individual research project

Further details about the assessment of the courses, as 
well as the full A Level specifications, can be found on the 
AQA website, by searching:

French (7652)
German (7662)
Spanish (7692)
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Music is an A Level subject choice which utlilises existing performance 
skills. The analysis and essay questions make Music A Level a highly 
regarded subject by Universities. The course allows the development of 
composition and harmony skills which are valuable for any future career 
pathways in Music.

There are three areas:

Examination (40%)
In preparing for the examination we will be looking at the following 
specific genres :
Excerpts from Mozart’s ‘Marriage of Figaro’ and other operas.
Romantic piano music of Chopin, Brahms and Grieg
Solo concertos by Bach, Vivaldi and Purcell

And more generally looking at :
Music for Film and Media
Music for the Theatre

The actual examination will be in three parts
1. Listening section: similar to the GCSE paper, but on more defined 
 areas and obviously with more demanding aural questions.
2. Analysis section: questions on harmony and form on excerpts from 
 set works.
3. Essay Section: one essay on either film or theatre music.

Composing (30%)
One technical exercise in either harmonising a Chorale in the style of 
Bach or composing to a brief.
One composition in any style
Both of the above are set as coursework tasks – not an examination.
Both compositions must have a combined time of at least 5 minutes. 

Performing (30%)
A solo recital of 10 – 12 minutes recorded at some point during the 
second year of the course. To secure a high grade the performance 
standard should be around ABRSM Grade 7 with Distinction. 

The course is structured so that pupils can opt to take the AS Music 
examination at the end of the Lower Sixth if they so wish.

Music Examination Board AQA

Grade 5 with Merit or Distinction
or
Grade 6 pass on an instrument/voice

A keyboard facility is helpful, but not 
essential as long as you can read bass 
clef. GCSE Music is not essential if you 
have ABRSM Grade 5 Theory.

Entry Requirements

Music

Music
Physical Education
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Physical Education is an excellent course for students who want to 
know how their body works, how the world of sport impacts society, 
the best ways to learn and coach new skills, how your mind affects the 
challenges you face and the history of sport. Students develop a range 
of skills and learn in a practical learning environment.

Students will need to be prepared to work on the scientific elements of 
the course along with the contemporary and psychological.

Physical Education Examination Board OCR

GCSE Science: Grade 6 
and
All students will need to have a keen 
interest in sport and will need to 
represent the School in at least one 
sporting activity.

Entry Requirements

Course Outline
Component 1: Physiological Factors Affecting 
Performance. This group of topics focuses on key 
systems of the human body involved in movement and 
physical activity, including Biometrics, Applied Anatomy 
and Physiology and Exercise Psychology.
There is a two hour examination which is 30% of the
final grade. Candidates will be expected to be able to 
interpret data and graphs relating to changes in these 
body systems during exercise of differing intensities and 
during recovery. 

Component 2: Psychological Factors Affecting 
Performance. This component focuses on the 
psychological factors affecting physical activities and 
sports and the study of Acquiring Movement Skills.
There is a one hour examination which is 20% of the 
final grade.

Physical Education

Physical Education

Component 3: Socio-Cultural Issues. This component focuses 
on the sociocultural and contemporary factors that influence 
and affects physical activity and sport for both the audience 
and the performer and how sport affects society. 
There is a one hour examination which is 20% of the final 
grade.

Component 4: Performance within Physical Education. 
Learners are required to undertake two parts within this 
component:

Part 1: Performance/ Coaching of a sport or activity from the 
approved list.

Part 2: The Evaluation and Analysis of Performance for 
Improvement of a sport or activity from the approved list.
This is 30% of the final grade.
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The dictionary will tell you that Physics is, “the study of matter, energy 
and the interaction between them.”  This means that Physics is really 
the study of everything in our universe; it is about asking fundamental 
questions and using observations and experiments to attempt to answer 
them.

The two year course provides essential grounding for those who intend 
to read one of the Physical Sciences or Engineering at University, and it 
is often highly recommended for those students who are likely to study 
Medicine, Biological or Chemical Sciences, or Geography at degree 
level.

The A Level course is now linear and students will sit three papers at the 
end of Upper Sixth.

Lower Sixth 
Topics covered:
• Measurements and their Errors
• Particles and Radiation
• Waves
• Mechanics and Materials
• Electricity 

 

Upper Sixth 
Topics covered:
• Further Mechanics and Thermal Physics
• Fields and their Consequences
• Nuclear Physics
• Turning Points

There are three 2 hour A Level examinations; the first two assess 
students’ understanding of the topics, with the third assessing students’ 
practical and data analysis skills.

Physics Examination Board AQA

GCSE Physics: Grade 7 
or GCSE Dual Award Science: Grade 7-7
and GCSE Mathematics: Grade 7 

Entry Requirements

Physics

There is no coursework module for A Level 
Physics, but there are a minimum of 12 
required practicals that must be completed 
before the end of the course. Pupils need 
to have demonstrated competency in 
these to obtain the Practical Endorsement.
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Our course is designed to enable learners to develop their interest in, and 
enthusiasm for, philosophical questions, ethical issues and study of religion. 
It ensures students have a thorough understanding of diverse philosophical 
and ethical viewpoints, as well as an in depth academic study of a religion 
and its place in the wider world.

Students gain critical and evaluative skills sought by Higher Education and 
employers – particularly in law, education, social work, politics, science, 
medicine, administration and the media.

Religious Studies is a thought provoking subject and our contemporary 
themes make for engaging classroom discussions.

Philosophy, Religion and Ethics encourages learners to:

• develop their interest in a rigorous study of philosophy, religion and 
ethics and relate it to the wider world 

• develop knowledge and understanding appropriate to a specialist study 
of religion and different philosophical arguments

• develop an understanding and appreciation of religious and 
philosophical thought and its contribution to individuals, communities and societies 

• adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of philosophy, religion and ethics
• reflect on and develop their own values, opinions and attitudes in the light of their study; communicating these   
 thoughts persuasively in writing 
 

Course Content
Philosophy of religion paper: arguments for the existence of God (both inductive and deductive arguments); 
challenges to religious belief (including the problem of evil and psychology); religious experience and problems with 
using religious language. 

Religious ethics paper: A range of ethical issues (including abortion and euthanasia) and how deontological, 
teleological and character based ethics (both religious and non-religious) may approach these issues. 

Study of religion paper: Social and historical developments of religion, the relationship of religion and society and 
contemporary issues.

Philosophy, Religion and Ethics Examination Board Eduqas 

GCSE Religious Studies: Grade 
7 preferred, Grade 6 at Head of 
Department discretion 
or 
GCSE English Language: Grade 6

Entry Requirements

Philosophy, Religion and Ethics  



rgsw.org.uk

 

Att

Individuals study a range of topics within the areas of Fashion, 
Construction, Printed Textiles and Interior Design. Topics include: 
contemporary and historical design, environmental and cultural contexts, 
pattern drafting, illustration, marketing and portfolio presentation. In each 
topic key skills such as drawing, analysing, critical writing, reviewing 
and refining are taught in a practical and progressive way that develop 
a detailed understanding of how the work covered in the classroom 
translates to a professional setting.  External visits to exhibitions and 
fashion events, together with connections from the fashion industry, 
give students a first-hand experience for University applications. Many 
students who study Textiles go on to take up courses in Fashion 
Business & Marketing, Design and Promotion or Fashion, Textile and 
Interior Design. 

Fashion and Textiles Examination Board AQA

GCSE Textiles: Grade 6
or 
A portfolio of work in another creative 
subject to the same standard at GCSE 
level.

Entry Requirements

Lower Sixth 
Students work in an experimental and forward-thinking way 
to present an extended collection of work in sketchbook 
and folder formats. A selection of projects will encourage 
individuals to explore many aspects of fashion and textiles 
to help develop a unique identity as a designer. Topics 
include:

• Understanding marketing and branding
• Cultural influences 
• Reflections of artists and designers 
• Understanding fibres and fabrics
• Garment construction
• Drawing and life drawing
• Pattern development using CAD/CAM
• Reflections of practical work and external visits

On-going assessment will guide students when making 
informed decisions on their chosen pathway for the External 
Assessment. 

Fashion and Textiles

Upper Sixth 
Personal Investigation (60% of the A Level)
This is a practical unit with written elements in which 
students are expected to develop an idea or concept 
that is of particular interest to them. Experiences 
from the first year, together with their future career 
aspirations, will help inform the nature of this work. 

Externally set assignment (40% of the A Level) 
A choice of eight questions is provided to use as a 
starting point for research and initial design ideas. 
This preparatory work will lead to a final piece that 
students produce within 15 hours.

Textiles
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Alongside A Levels, BTEC Nationals are the most widely-recognised 
qualification for admission to Higher Education.

The face and nature of BTECs have changed over the years; in 2011 9% of 
University entries were with BTECS, in 2016 this has grown to 11%. BTECs 
offer a different way of studying and are accepted by top Universities such 
as Loughborough. In 2011, 5% of University applications were BTEC and 
A Level combined entries and in 2016 this number has risen to 8%; this is 
an ever increasing trend which opens doors for those pupils who seek an 
alternative route of study.

Across a range of sectors, BTEC Nationals equip students with the 
specialist knowledge, practical skills and understanding they need to 
progress along their chosen learning and career paths.  

Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Sport is the equivalent to two A Levels.

The BTEC National Diploma in Sport can be studied alongside an A Level. 

Course Content
M = Mandatory unit    O = Optional Unit

9 Units in total
6 Mandatory Units
3 Externally assessed units

 

t

BTEC National Diploma in Sport - Level 3
• 5 GCSEs at Grade 6 or above, 
 although this is open to discussion  
 with the Assistant Head (Academic)  
 and will be treated on an individual  
 basis

• Commitment to the subject

• Have a genuine interest in sport

• Physical ability is a necessity

• You must represent the School in  
 at least one School sport

Entry Requirement

BTEC National Diploma in Sport 

(The Physical Education Department will choose the Optional Units depending on our candidates)

Mandatory Units
Anatomy and Physiology 
(externally assessed) 
Fitness Training and Programming for Health,  
Sport and Well-being (externally 
assessed) 
Professional Development in the Sports 
Industry 
Sports Leadership   
Investigating Business in Sport and the Active  
Leisure Industry (externally assessed)
Skill Acquisition in Sport

Optional Units
Application of Fitness Testing 
Sports Psychology   
Practical Sports Performance 
Coaching for Performance 
Research Methods in Sport 
Sports Event Organisation 
Sports Injury Management 
Work Experience in Active Leisure
Leisure Management 
Leisure Centre Operations 

Sports Performance Analysis
Rules Regulations and Officiating in Sport
Technical and Tactical Demands of Sport
Principles and Practices for Outdoor and 
Adventurous Activities 
Environmental Sustainability for Outdoor and 
Adventurous Activities

 Textiles
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Taken alongside another A Level it will enable pupils to progress to a range of degree programmes related to the 
sports performance sector.

This qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by Higher Education institutions as meeting the requirements 
for many relevant courses.

When taken with A Level Biology, students could go onto these degree courses for example:
• BSc (Hons) Sports Development Management
• BSc (Hons) Sports Management
• BSc (Hons) Sport Business Management
• BSc (Hons) Sport and Leisure Management
• BSc (Hons) Exercise, Health and Fitness
• BSc (Hons) Sport and Exercise Psychology

Students should always check the entry requirements for degree programmes with the specific higher education 
providers.

Employability Skills
• Cognitive and problem solving
• Critical thinking
• Use of Systems and Technology
• Communication
• Working Collaboratively
• Negotiating and Influencing
• Self-presentation
• Self-management
• Adaptability
• Resilience
• Self-monitoring
• Reading technical texts
• Effective writing
• Analytical skills
• Creative development

 

t

BTEC National Diploma in Sport - Level 3 (continued)

BTEC National Diploma in Sport 

National 
Diploma
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